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A big step toward...

a hospice residence!
Here we go! Our community gets closer to
having a much-needed hospice residence!
(More on page 11)
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A Grieving Mother
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Furry Volunteers Wanted!

Architectural rendering of
the future hospice residence
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Introducing the Merlin and
Carolyn Hanson Hospice Center
Lead Gift Sets the Stage for Creating
a New Hospice Residence
Lakeland HealthCare and Hospice at Home, a
Lakeland HealthCare Affiliate, are pleased to announce
that plans for a hospice residence are moving forward
thanks to a $1.5 million lead gift from Merlin and Carolyn
Hanson. “People are the most important asset we have at
Hanson Group,” said Merlin Hanson. “This gift is an effort to
honor and give back some of our success to the people
who’ve worked for us – and still work for us – as well
as to the community. The hospice residence
will strengthen the community and provide
comfort for many well into the future.”
Located near the new Lakeland Continuing
Care Center now under construction on
Cleveland Avenue in Stevensville, the Merlin
and Carolyn Hanson Hospice Center will be the
first of its kind in Berrien, Van Buren and Cass
counties. The 18-acre campus will be named
the Hanson Care Park in the Hansons’ honor.
“Hospice at Home, along with countless people in the
community who have supported us for over 30 years, has
held the vision for a hospice residence for many years,”
said Linda Beushausen, CEO of Hospice at Home and
Vice President, Life Transitions and Advance Healthcare
Planning, Lakeland HealthCare. “We’re one step closer
to making this a reality because of the Hansons’ gift. For
this we are extremely grateful. This new residence will
profoundly impact many individuals and families who turn
to us at the end of life. The Hanson family is creating a
lasting legacy of care in our community.”
The $5.5 million construction cost of the 18,400-squarefoot Merlin and Carolyn Hanson Hospice Center will be
completely dependent upon philanthropic support. A
ground breaking is tentatively scheduled for September.

For information about supporting the new
hospice residence, contact Hospice at Home
at (269) 429-7100
or the Lakeland Health Foundations
at (269) 927-5143

About the Merlin and Carolyn Hanson
Hospice Center:
The 16-bed hospice residence will be nestled among
mature pine and oak trees, overlooking a picturesque
ravine. Each patient suite will have accommodations for
family to stay overnight and private patios large enough
for a patient bed. Large and small gathering rooms
throughout the facility will offer places for conversation
and comfort.
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Volunteer Corner
Meet Toni Miller and her dogs Bella and Tory,
all volunteers in Hospice at Home’s pet therapy
program. Twenty years ago, Toni’s own father
had a terminal illness and was cared for by a
hospice in Indiana. “I knew then,” says Toni,
“that I wanted to be involved with hospice care
someday. I really feel it’s our duty, as part of the
human family, to give back when you’ve been
given so much.”
Toni wasn’t sure how she would go about
paying it forward. Years later, she found herself
working for Lakeland HealthCare and the
hospice program began their pet therapy
program. She saw her opportunity. Toni has
always loved dogs and has “seen the miracles

dogs can bring.” She took her dogs through
the special training they would need to be
volunteers, and signed up for the program.
“My dog Oliver and I visited a woman with
Alzheimers every week for two years. She never
reacted to us, and I often wondered if she knew
we were there, until one day, like always, I said
hello and put Oliver in her lap,” said Toni. “This
time, she made eye contact and began to pet
the dog,” continued Toni. “It was amazing, and it
made all that time worth it.”
“I always say D-O-G is G-O-D spelled backwards.
As volunteers, we’re assigned to a particular
patient, but as a pet therapy volunteer we bring
animals in and make everyone feel good other residents, staff, all of them. It’s not our
official assignment to spread joy, but that’s
what we end up doing, and we love it.”

Special Days for Grieving Children
Camp Lifetimes 2012

Children and teens ages five to eighteen
recently participated in three unique
summer bereavement camps offered by
Lory’s Place and designed to help them
meet others, like themselves, who have
experienced the death of a loved one.
In Niles, Executive Chef Tim Carrigan from
the Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature
Preserve, led the camp “Fun with Food.”
He showed attendees how to safely carve
fruit and each child learned how to slice a
strawberry into a unique garnish. During
the cooking class the group discussed
how preparing food can help with grief.
Afterward facilitators led guided walks
through the woods to further discuss grief.
The “Teen Art Hop” camp took place at the
South Haven Center for the Arts where
each person got to create their own selfportrait. The entire day focused on why
creative outlets were an important tool for

grief healing. Each participant was given a
disposable camera to practice their
photo-taking skills and writing exercises
were done at the South Haven
Memorial Library.
At the “Healing HeARTS Tour”
children received a map
of the Benton Harbor Arts
District with various places
emphasized as destinations
to travel to with their adult
facilitator. At each location
the participant received
a stamp signifying that
they participated in the
art activity located there.
Highlighted at each
location was a discussion
about how that form of
art may be used in grief
expression.
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Life is Precious - Hospice at Home Salutes Our Veterans
“Valor is stability, not of legs and arms, but of courage and the soul.”
-Michel de Montaigne, French writer and philosopher
On the afternoon of Monday,
March 12, Hospice at Home staff
gathered with the Lest We Forget
organization to salute Steve Juhasz for
his military service during World War II.
In a simple ceremony, through Hospice
at Home Salutes our Veterans, veterans
under hospice care are awarded a
Certificate of Appreciation thanking
them and their families for their service
and sacrifice for our country.
Juhasz was joined by his Hospice at
Home care team as well as his family,
including his son and son-in-law,
who both served in the military and
took time off of work to be present
at the ceremony. Arden Pridgeon,
of the Lest We Forget organization,
presented Juhasz’s certificate of
appreciation as well as a signed
proclamation (see call out box for
excerpt), which was read aloud to
those in attendance.

Recognizing the commitment
and dedication of our veterans is
something that Hospice at Home is
proud and honored to do. It’s the
organization’s way of saying “thank
you” to all veterans and their families.

Arden Pridgeon and Steve Juhasz

Juhasz’s naval career kept him at sea
much longer than most other sailors.
He was stationed in one of the gunner
turrets, loading shells on the USS
Cleveland CL-55. When Juhasz was
asked what he thought of his time in
the Navy, he responded with a smile
that he “had a great time.”

The original Navy group
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On behalf of a grateful
nation, the staff and
volunteers of Hospice at
Home, and the Hospice
Veterans Partnership of
Michigan, I would like to
pay special tribute to you
for your military service to
America, and for advancing
the hope of freedom and
liberty for all.
- excerpt from the ceremony
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A Grieving Mother Inspires a Community
Meet Carolyn Graves. She’s been a
resident of Benton Harbor for over
40 years, and is mother to a son who
completed suicide in early 2012.
Carolyn describes his death as a huge
shock - suicide was not something that
had ever happened in her family before.
She’d known her son was dealing
with a few problems, but nothing that
indicated he would take his own life.
When it first happened, Carolyn says
she felt ashamed. “My best friend,
Mamie Yarborough, said ‘you’re not
taking this well – you need to get some
help.’ She suggested Lory’s Place. I got
the whole family together and we went
over there about three days before
my son’s funeral. It was the best thing
that could have happened to us at that
time. It has helped me so much. Had I
not gone there, I don’t know where I’d
be and what I’d be doing.”

“When you go in, you feel the sincerity
of everyone and you know they’re
there to help you. Once you’re there
you can talk about anything you want
and say anything you need to. Many
times, that’s all one needs is just to talk
about it. Lory’s Place has allowed me
to be as open as I can be. Often, grief
counseling is not something people
look for. People think it’s something
they can handle themselves. Now,
I’m an advocate for it and I’m saying
‘no, you can’t.’ You need to talk
to someone.”
“Because of Lory’s Place, I was able
to start healing and remember to
celebrate the joy of the years I did
have with my son. I highly recommend
Lory’s Place to anyone who’s been
through the death of someone they
love. Not just death by suicide, but
any death.”

“Lory’s Place has allowed me to be as open as I can be.
Often, grief counseling is not something people look for.
People think it’s something they can handle themselves.
Now, I’m an advocate for it and I’m saying ‘no, you can’t.’
You need to talk to someone.”
Caroline Graves,
Benton Harbor Resident

Carolyn spoke recently to a group
of about 100 Lory’s Place volunteers
and was given a standing ovation.
It’s for people like Carolyn that this
center exists, and because of people
like you that she was able to access
these services when she needed them.
We’d like to thank Carolyn for sharing
her story here, and thank you for
everything you do to support
Lory’s Place and Hospice at Home.

Do you know someone who could
benefit from a suicide loss support
group? Lory’s Place has a group
that meets on this topic.
Call (269) 983-2707 for
more information

17

Lory’s Place will host part
of the national conference
“International Survivors of Suicide
Day.” In November, survivors
of suicide loss come together
at healing conferences in their
communities and online for
support and guidance.
Lory’s Place will host one of these
conferences at their office in
St. Joseph. Call (269) 983-2707
for more information.
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Lory’s Place Expands
Grief Programs into 32 Schools
School Groups
Bangor
Bangor Middle School
Bangor High School

Benton Harbor
Countryside Academy
Mildred C. Wells Academy

Bridgman
Bridgman Elementary School
F.C. Reed Middle School

Buchanan
Buchanan Middle School

Covert
Covert Elementary School
Covert Middle/High School

Dowagiac
Sister Lakes Elementary School

Eau Claire
Eau Claire Middle/High School

Niles
Ballard Elementary School
Brandywine Elementary School
Howard-Ellis Elementary School
Merritt Elementary School
Ring Lardner Middle School
Niles High School

South Haven
Baseline Middle School
L.C. Mohr High School

Stevensville
Lakeshore Middle School
Lakeshore High School

Classes will be in session soon and
Lory’s Place is excited to offer our School
Outreach Program again this year. Since its
inception in 2005, the program has grown
from one school to 32 elementary,
middle, and high schools.
Grieving students in school districts
stretching from the Michigan state line
to northern Van Buren County can
connect in peer support groups located
at their own schools. The one-hour
meetings are held once per month and
are open to those who have suffered a
loss by death of a family member or friend.
All groups are open-ended, allowing the
students to begin and end a group when
they feel they are ready.
Groups engage in conversation and ageappropriate activities in a safe, supportive
environment in which the participants
are able to explore their feelings and
experiences of grief. Many educational
pieces are used to aid in the development
of coping skills and strategies. “Tasks of
Grief,” “Teen Grief Rights,” and “Holiday
Coping Ideas” are some of the topics
discussed throughout the school year.
As the groups evolve and change
members during the year, they remain

interconnected and provide healing for
the participants. When asked “What does it
mean to you to have a group meet at your
school?” one student responded with:

“It means that somebody out
there in the world cares, knows
what you are going through and
wants to help you through the
pain. Thank you for coming to
our school.”
Mary Andres, Family Services Coordinator
at Lory’s Place, has witnessed firsthand
significant changes in students who’ve
participated in the school-based program.
Students who were once unable to talk
about someone they’ve lost to death are
able to make strides in the group setting,
often following the lead of other students
or after a particularly meaningful
group activity.
“It’s hard for kids to focus on school
when they’ve lost someone significant,”
Mary said. “Oftentimes, the school group
is the only place they have to talk about
how they feel with others who truly
understand their loss.”

St. Joseph
St. Joseph High School

River Valley
River Valley Elementary School
(Chikaming campus)
River Valley Elementary School
(Three Oaks campus)
River Valley Middle School
River Valley High School

Watervliet
North Elementary
Watervliet South
Elementary School
Watervliet Middle School
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Run, Walk, Rock, Gets Personal for a Long-Time Supporter
Carla and Norm at
Run, Walk, Rock 2008

Run, Walk, Rock is
Bigger than Ever!
After days of fog and rain, the sun
was shining and there were smiles
everywhere you looked. The eighth
annual Lory’s Place Run, Walk, Rock
successfully hosted over 1,500
people at this year’s record-breaking
event which raised nearly $32,000!

Norm and Carla McPherson have
participated in the Lory’s Place Run,
Walk, Rock for the past seven years.
They had planned to do it again this
year, then everything changed.
On December 15, 2011, Carla had
a stroke. The day of her incident,
new living room furniture had been
delivered and arranged by a friend,
Janet. When Carla saw the living
room, she wasn’t able to speak. Janet
was the first to notice something was
wrong; she ran over to Carla, grabbed
her and said that Carla was having a
stroke. Norm called 911 while Janet
“prayed her into heaven,” Norm
recounts. “I think Carla probably went
to heaven that day, because at that
moment, she never recovered.”
“I know time is a very important thing
in grief, I have not been down the
road far enough. It’s just been a very
difficult walk - I feel like I’m falling
down a hill sometimes and I can’t
stop,” said Norm.
Norm and Carla have strong
roots in the community and have
helped make a difference with their
involvement in various organizations.
Norm began his relationship with
Lory’s Place as one of its original
board members. Carla was an

educator in this community for over
30 years and loved what she did.
According to Norm, “she gave her
whole heart and soul to teaching.”
“She touched a lot of people’s lives,”
said Norm. “I still receive requests to
visit the classroom and cards from
Carla’s former students telling me
how much they miss Mrs. McPherson;
her kids loved her.” In fact,
Lory’s Place staff members continue
to meet often at Carla’s school and
with her former students.

Presented by the McLoughlin
Family Foundation, more than 50
sponsors, 60 volunteers, 1,200
registered runners, walkers, and
rockers, plus supportive family and
friends, helped make 2012 a year to
remember. Mark your calendars for
next year’s event scheduled for
May 18, 2013.

“The doctor told us that Carla would
have had a stroke at 4:45 p.m. on
December 15 no matter what she
was doing,” continued Norm. “She had
a genetic weakness in a vein at the
center of her brain and it would have
popped regardless, she was never in
any pain she didn’t even know what
happened to her, she just went from
here to there.”
When asked what the number one
thing that he would want others to
know, Norm responded “don’t take
life for granted – value each other,
because you don’t know when you’re
going to lose that person. I had no
idea I was going to lose my wife this
year, a woman who had no health
problems at all.”

(above) A few of the many smiles
at Run, Walk, Rock 2012

8
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Local Youth Receive Memorial Scholarship
The 2012 recipients of the Richard
Beckrow Memorial Scholarship are
Lora Mueller, Jacob Kohler, and
Deon Atkins; each were awarded a
$1,000 scholarship. Mueller shared:
“The scholarship means the world
to me, not only because it allows
me to continue my education but
also because it comes from such an
inspiring mentor like Dr. Beckrow.”

(Above left to right)
Deon Atkins, Lisa Bartoszek,
Dr. Jason Beckrow and
Lora Mueller. (Right)
Jacob Kohler, photo courtesy
of Hopkins Studios

The Richard Beckrow Memorial
Scholarship was established in
2005 by Dr. Jason and Mrs. Kathryn
Beckrow in memory of Jason’s
father, Richard Beckrow, who died
at the age of 41 as the result of an
automobile accident.
The scholarship assists local youth
who are in financial need and have
experienced the death of a parent.
All recipients are graduating

high school seniors pursuing a
college education.
“Receiving this scholarship means
a lot to me because it is associated
with Lory’s Place, which is very
special to me. Also, it recognizes
people like me who have
had a parent die,” said Kohler.
“Dr. Beckrow personally
understands how tough it is to
grow up without a dad.”
Atkins was the 2011 recipient of
the Richard Beckrow Memorial
Scholarship, and because of his
successful first year in college, he
has received the scholarship again
in 2012. “I didn’t realize how much
this scholarship would benefit
me. This one is unique unlike the
others because the committee was
interested in getting to know the
real me,” Atkins shared.

Gifts from the Heart
Glenn and Mary Pietenpol have
supported Lory’s Place since its
beginning, and they intend to
see it into the future for very
personal reasons.

“We included Lory’s Place in
our trust to help make sure it’s
there for everyone who needs it.”
Mary says, “There should be places like
this all over the world, but there aren’t,
and this community is lucky to have
one. It took so many open,
generous hearts to start that
place, and it will take more of
them to keep it going.”
In November 2003,
Glenn and Mary suffered
an unimaginable loss
when their son Brian, 34,
grandson Mitchell, five, and
granddaughter
Abby, two, died in a
car accident.
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“When something like this happens,
life stops,” says Mary. “You need help to
cope with it, and you need to find a ‘new
normal’ that you never expected.”
While seeking help, Mary and Glenn
were introduced to Lisa Bartoszek,
Director of Bereavement and Lory’s
Place, who helped the family begin their
grief journey.
“Lisa became
our lifeline. She
always told us

she was just a phone call away, and that
was such a relief,” says Mary.
Just a short time later, a dear friend of
Bartoszek’s, Lory Schults, died in a car
accident, leaving behind her husband
and two children, also ages five and two.
So began the grief center named after
her, Lory’s Place.
The free programs offered through
Lory’s Place are made possible through
the generous support of the community
and by people like Glenn and Mary.
Planned gifts to Lory’s Place ensure a
legacy for future generations,
providing hope to children
and adults who are in the
depths of despair. If you
would like to discuss your
donation or request more
information, please call
(269) 983-2707

9
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The Remembrance Garden
Brick Order Form
Engraved bricks are available in two sizes:
• 4” x 8” brick with three lines of inscribed type, each
with 21 spaces per line: $100 each
• 8“ x 8” brick with six lines of inscribed type, each
with 21 spaces per line: $150 each
Name ______________________________________
Address_____________________________________
____________________________________________
City_________________________________________
State_________________ Zip ___________________
Phone number________________________________
Email _______________________________________
Brick Size:

Size

		

Quantity

		

______ 4” x 8”

__________

		

______ 8” x 8”

__________

Total Number of bricks ________________________
Donation Amount_____________________________
Inscription (21 spaces per line, three lines per small
brick, six lines per large brick). If there is not enough
room here, please include the inscription with this form
on a separate sheet of paper.

A Place to Go
If you’ve ever taken a leisurely stroll outside, one where you
could simply enjoy the wind rustling through the leaves and
be with your thoughts, you know it’s one of the simplest,
most healing things you can do.
Because we believe moments like this are what life should
be made of, Hospice at Home, with the generous support
of Lawn Boys of South Haven, has created a Remembrance
Garden as a peaceful outdoor space for people in our
community. The garden provides a beautiful place for
relaxation, conversation, remembrance, reflection,
and healing.
Located at our St. Joseph Hospice at Home office, the
Remembrance Garden features a warm, red ribbon of
bricks leading you through sun, shade and a profusion of
colorful plantings. Along the way, names of loved ones and
inspirational messages on the bricks donated by our many
friends make up the walk.
Celebrate the life of someone dear to you by choosing a brick
to remember a friend who loved nature, a favorite relative
whose personality brought light to your life, or someone
with whom you shared precious moments. As you honor the
memory of a loved one, your gift also provides much needed
support to maintain the garden, strengthen our programs
and offer even more support to our community.
Come walk with us... and the memory of the ones you love.
If you have any questions,
please call (269) 429-7100 or
you may also order online at
www.hospiceathomecares.org

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Please send this form and payment to:
Hospice at Home
4025 Health Park Lane
St. Joseph, MI 49085

10
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Upcoming Events, Community Classes and Programs
Events

Caregiving Classes

Grief Healing

Lory’s Place Reflections Auction

Powerful Tools for Caregivers

Writing Through Your Grief

There are many opportunities to support
Lory’s Place at this event through
sponsorships, donating auction items,
or purchasing raffle tickets. For more
information, visit www.lorysplace.org or
call (269) 983-2707.

This series of educational seminars
is designed to provide you with the
tools you need to be a more effective
caregiver. Hospice at Home is offering
this program in partnership with funds
provided by Area Agency on Aging.

541 Hospice Regatta and Dinner

Monday and Thursdays
August 2 to 20
12:30 to 3:00 p.m.
North Berrien Senior Center
6648 Ryno Road, Coloma

Healing can occur through writing and
the sharing of that writing. In this safe,
confidential and non-judgmental writing
group, you will have the opportunity to
see writing as an art form which belongs
to all people and experience the caring
support of others as you write. This
four-week writing group will be held at
Lory’s Place and led by Barbara Simpson,
attendance at all four sessions is strongly
encouraged. Call (269) 983-2707 for
more information.

The 541 Hospice Regatta will be held on
Lake Michigan near the St. Joseph River
inlet, followed by a fundraising party and
silent auction at the St. Joseph/Benton
Harbor Elks Lodge. For more information,
call (269) 429-7100.

Fashion with Compassion,
Kids Helping Kids Fashion Show
Fundraiser benefiting Lory’s Place

Monday and Thursdays
September 10 to 27 1:00 to 3:30 p.m.
Hospice at Home South Haven Office,
05055 Blue Star Highway
South Haven

Wednesdays, August 22 to Sept 12
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Lory’s Place, 445 Upton Drive
St. Joseph

Cooking for One, Pizza and Fun
This class will provide simple recipes
This back to school fashion show is
Being a caregiver can be both rewarding great for one or making extra and
organized and directed by students from
and stressful. This program will
freezing for later. On the menu for
St. Joseph High School. Youth from area
give you the tools necessary to make
the night will be pizza and smoothies.
schools will showcase apparel and lead a caregiving more meaningful and
silent auction featuring items donated by efficient, and give you ways to take care Anyone is welcome to attend. Class
local businesses. The event will be held at of yourself. Hospice at Home is offering requires pre-registration and is limited
to ten people. There is a $10 fee for the
6:00 p.m. on the Veranda of the Whitcomb, this program in partnership with funds
cooking class due that night. Please call
located at 509 Ship Street in St. Joseph.
provided by Area Agency on Aging.
(269) 983-2707 for additional information
and to register.
2012 Lakeland Health Foundations August 21, 23 and 28
2:00
to
4:00
p.m.
Gala: Where the Wild Things Are...
Thursday, September 6
Caretel Inns of Lakeland
African Safari
4:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Proceeds from this year’s Gala will benefit 3905 Lorraine Avenue, St. Joseph
Perennial Accents
the Merlin and Carolyn Hanson Hospice
220 State Street, St. Joseph
To register for one of these classes,
Center. The event will be held at
or for more information, call
6:00 p.m. in the Center for Outpatient
To subscribe for “Tips for Family
(269) 429-7100.
Services, St. Joseph. For more
Caregivers,” contact Lenee Svorec,
information, call (269) 927-5143.
Communications Specialist, at
(269) 927-5449 or
lsvorec@lakelandregional.org
Powerful Tools for Caregivers
and Entering the Caregiving
Zone are educational programs
made possible through a
service contract by:

Entering the Caregiving Zone

Tips for Family Caregivers

If you’re looking for extra support or expert caregiving advice, sign up for the
free eNewsletter, “Tips for Family Caregivers.”

Here’s a small sampling of the kind of information you’ll find
every month:
Engaging activities for persons with dementia
It is usually obvious what a person with dementia is no longer able to
do. But finding things your loved one CAN do may feel like a challenge,
especially if memory loss is severe. Discover some tips to help engage
persons with dementia.
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4025 Health Park Lane
St. Joseph, MI 49085

Serving our community from the following locations:
St. Joseph

South Haven

Buchanan

Lory’s Place

4025 Health Park Lane
St. Joseph, MI 49085
(269) 429-7100
(800) 717-3811

05055 Blue Star Highway
P.O. Box 990
South Haven, MI 49090
(269) 637-3825
(800) 637-3820

4017 Chamberlain Road
Buchanan, MI 49107
(269) 695-1099
(800) 599-5758

445 Upton Drive
St. Joseph, MI 49085
(269) 983-2707
(800) 717-3812

A funded partner of:

www.hospiceathomecares.org
www.lakelandhealth.org
www.lorysplace.org

Our purpose:

Serve our patients, families and communities with
dedication and compassion. Deliver the best end of
life care to help people experience peaceful, pain-free
and sacred deaths within the context of their own lives.
Guide our youth, adults and families through the grief
process with timely and consistent availability.
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Our purpose:

Provide grief healing and education through peer
group support services in a safe place for grieving
children and their families.
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