
Best friends Linda and Charles Love 
shared 22 years happily married. 
When illness took a serious toll on 
Charles’ health, Linda leaned on the 
services of Hospice at Home and 
Lory’s Place to help her and her family.
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The New Merlin and Carolyn Hanson Hospice Center 
A Home-Away-From-Home
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During two beautiful fall days, over 700 people attended the 
Grand Opening celebration of the new Merlin and Carolyn Hanson 
Hospice Center. Community members took tours and learned more 
about hospice care from professionals at the October open house. 

Highlighted along the tour 
were amenities that will help 
make patients as well as their 
families feel more at home: 
screened in porches large 
enough for the access of a 
patient bed, walking trails 
surrounding the entire center, 
a pavilion overlooking the 
ravine, patient rooms with 

floor-to-ceiling windows for optimal scenic views, fully stocked family 
rooms, a reflection room dedicated to the spiritual needs of patients 
and families, and an etched glass tribute wall displaying the names of 
community donors. 

As visitors and patients enter this home-away-from-home they are 
instantly welcomed by the sight of the “Great Room” where there are 
plenty of cozy seats, vaulted ceilings with exposed beams, a warming 
fireplace, and a baby grand piano designed to invite you in. 

The beautiful piano was donated by the family of  
Linda Banyon Lewis. The donation was graciously facilitated  
by Hilda Banyon, Linda’s sister-in-law and Hospice at Home  
board member. Linda was born and raised in this area and was  
very active within the community; at one point she was the  
president of the Lakeland HealthCare Auxiliary before  
moving to Indiana. 

Hilda began talking with Linda 
when the hospice center was just 
getting started and Linda showed 

great interest in the project and what it would provide to this 
community. Around the same time Linda’s health took a turn for 
the worse. She developed colon cancer, which went into remission, 
but with the chemotherapy treatments they discovered that she 
had Histoplasmosis, a lung disease that ultimately took her life  
this past March. 

Hilda shared, “Linda’s son, Alan, asked me if there was anything I 
would like to have of hers. I asked ‘what are you going to do with her 
piano?’ I explained that his mother 
and I had spoken about the 
hospice center before 
she died and right away 
he said, ‘it’s yours.’” Alan 
donated the piano from 
Linda’s estate. In perfect 
timing it was placed at  
the center a week before 
the open house, during 
which a volunteer played 
soft melodies for all to enjoy.

“Something Linda cared for so much is in a new place where if she 
had lived to see it, I know that she would be proud,” Hilda continued. 
“It has been my honor and privilege to be involved, to be  part of the 
dream, and to see it come to be. I am so happy for the patients and 
families who will be able to use this center and I feel our community 
is so blessed to have it.”

Words of Hope & Healing
I really cannot express my gratitude enough 
for what you have done, so let me simply say 

from the bottom of my heart, thank you!!



Merlin and Carolyn Hanson Hospice Center 
Volunteer Corner
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Baroda resident, Cathy Womeldorf, has been volunteering 
at Hospice at Home for the past 11 years.  During that time, 
Cathy has provided both friendly visits and transportation 
services for the patients and families of Hospice at Home. In 
remembering a volunteer moment, Cathy said, “I was with 
an Alzheimer’s patient who couldn’t recall her husband’s 
name and was quite agitated by it.  I sat down at the piano 
and played some oldies; it calmed her and she was able to 
recall the words and sing along.  Her husband asked her 
to dance.  They did and with tears in his eyes he said, ‘For a 
few minutes, I had my wife back’.”

Several years ago, when Hospice at Home had dedicated 
rooms at a local nursing center where Cathy volunteered, 
she saw how a facility that specifically cared for the 

end-of-life needs of patients 
was essential in this area; 
she began thinking about a 
hospice residence. 

Cathy will be one of the 
volunteers at the new  
Merlin and Carolyn Hanson 
Hospice Center. She will use 
her 11 years of experience 
to provide the best 
companionship possible to the patients and the families 
who use the services of this new center. Cathy shared, “I can’t 
imagine a finer facility than the Merlin and Carolyn Hanson 
Hospice Center.  Hospice at Home are experts with all end-
of-life issues and I feel each and every member of the staff  
is called to this service.”   

Hospice at Home needs compassionate people to volunteer 
at the new Merlin and Carolyn Hanson Hospice Center 
in Stevensville. No medical knowledge is required and all 
necessary training will be provided. Call (800) 717-3811 or  
visit www.hospiceathomecares.org for more information.  

   When you volunteer, you get back 
much more than you give.  Hospice can 
use your talents and abilities in so many 
ways.  You just have to be willing to give.”  

- Cathy Womeldorf 

“

Cathy Womeldorf

A Happy Lemonade Stand Makes a Difference
James Anthony, at five years old, was inspired to give back to the 
community. James heard his favorite radio personality on the radio 
talking about the Lory’s Place Run, Walk, and Rock, and asked his mother 
if they could participate in the event to help raise money for Lory’s Place. 
Although the family had prior commitments and was not able to attend, 
James was determined to help. He held a lemonade stand in his family’s 
driveway to raise money. That first lemonade stand raised nearly $70 for 
Lory’s Place, and when James delivered the money he was asked if he 
could host a second lemonade stand, this time at Lory’s Place. The day of 
a board meeting, James, with the help of 98.3 The Coast, held a second 
lemonade stand. Board and community members came and donated 
generously for their glasses of lemonade, and the booth was even visited 
by State Senator John Proos and State Representative Al Pscholka. 

James “Happy,” a nickname James has had since he was two, raised  
nearly $500 from the two lemonade stands for Lory’s Place. More  
important than the money he raised was the number of hearts he  
touched with his smile, joy, and thoughtfulness as he spread the  
message of giving through this community.



Teens That Make a Difference

Grieving Children Enjoy Camp Lifetimes

The volunteers at Lory’s Place are vital and special to the 
program services offered. Those who work with grieving 
families directly go through specialized training which 
gives them the appropriate tools and resources to follow 
the peer support model used at Lory’s Place. As the 
elementary aged group, First Mates, progressed over 
the years it became apparent that there was a need for 
younger group facilitators. 

Serving children ages five through eleven requires a lot 
of energy. It takes special care to relate to their changing 
array of feelings, particularly while grieving. Lory’s Place 
developed a specialized teen training program and held 
the first session in the winter of 2010. The teen facilitators 
easily mirror the energy and emotion expressed by the 
kids and offer opportunities to express those emotions in a 
healthy and positive manner. 

Many of the elementary participants also consider these 
teens mentors, as they have traveled their own journey 
of grief. This provides the children with the opportunity 

This past June, children ages five to twelve participated in a unique summer bereavement camp 
offered by Lory’s Place. Camp Lifetimes is a place where children meet others who are in a similar 
situation as theirs – grieving the death of someone they love.

A camp based on the theme “Caring for Me” took place at Fernwood Botanical Garden and Nature 
Center in Niles. Nearly 20 children attended this day camp that stressed how important healthy 
eating and exercise are in taking care of ourselves. Chef Tim Carrigan led a tour of the herb 
garden where children were allowed to smell and touch the herbs while learning ways to 

use herbs in preparing food as well as for healing purposes. The children were then able to 
assist in preparing their lunch, using some of the herbs about which they had just learned. 
A nature walk led children through the scenic trails, offering an opportunity to discuss how 
exercise is an important part of caring for ourselves. Each camper decorated pots with tissue 
paper and planted thyme seeds in them. This activity helped to provide the opportunity for 
conversation on how like plants, we need to have sun, water, and nutrients to grow. 

To close the day, each camper 
removed the picture of their loved  
one who died from the camp poster 
and shared something special about 
that person. The day was complete 

with a large circle “hand hug” and a chance 
for everyone to share their favorite part 
of the day. Your support made this day 
possible for these children, thank you.

to look at someone close to their own age and realize that a 
happy, successful, and healthy future can be theirs. The work 
these teens do at Lory’s Place is invaluable and adds a fun and 
special dynamic to the First Mates group. 

Peer Group Facilitators are the heart of Lory’s Place. If you are 
interested in joining the team, visit www.lorysplace.org or call 
(269) 983-2707 for more information.
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Words of Hope & Healing

Left to Right: Joey Schmalfeldt, 
Katie Wilkins, and Brÿn Lymburner all 
completed the Teen Facilitator program  
at Lory’s Place this year.

Lory’s Place helps me know that 
it’s okay to miss my person and 
love them but to be happy, too. 



Life after Charles
When Linda would ask her two youngest sons how they 
were feeling about the death of their father, they weren’t 
able to put it into words. She knew she needed to help 
them learn how to talk about it, so she told them that, 
as a family, they would start going to a place that would 
help them share their feelings. They would start attending 
groups at Lory’s Place. Linda shared, “Joseph was very open 
to the idea of coming to Lory’s Place, while Ezra was more 
reserved about the idea; he holds back his emotions more.” 

Linda explained, “Right before I came to Lory’s Place, it was 
like I was in a dark room. I was living and I was breathing, 
but it was just dark; for a while I thought I was going crazy. I 
came to Lory’s Place, and just by sitting and talking with the 
other group participants I knew that wasn’t the case. Once 
I started coming here, the darkness started to fade.” Now, 
after six months of attending group at Lory’s Place, Linda 
said, “Ezra shares more with the group at Lory’s Place than 
he does with anyone.” Referring to both boys, she said “they 
enjoy coming, they really enjoy coming!”

Lory’s Place also provided grief and loss education to the 
principal and teacher of Joseph’s school, helping them 
better understand and know how to support the myriad 
of emotions and feelings children in grief experience. The 
response of gratitude from both the school personnel and 
Love family was immense.

Above: Charles and his daughter, Alexis.

At Hospice at Home and Lory’s Place, we 
see families laughing, crying, remembering, 
forgiving, and talking about the things that 
matter most to them. We are so grateful to 
you for making it possible for us to support 
them in these moments. The Love family’s 
story is a journey of hope and healing. We 
hope you’ll be proud of the part you play by 
supporting our organization. Thank you. 

       
Linda Beushausen, RN 
President and CEO, Hospice at Home 
Vice President of Life Transitions and Advance 
Healthcare Planning, Lakeland HealthCare

Letting in the Light 

A Family Heals with  
the Power of Sharing
Best friends for more than 25 years, Linda and Charles Love 
shared 22 of those years happily married. Through marriage 
and adoption, Linda and Charles were the parents of seven 
children, their youngest now seven and their eldest forty. A 
family man, Charles had a special bond with each of their 
children and would spend any extra time he had with them, 
especially the couple’s two youngest sons, Ezra and Joseph. 
Linda fondly shares, “Charles was my best friend, he was my 
everything, and he was my rock.”

Coping with Illness and Grief
A long-time diabetic, Charles’ health took a turn for the worse 
in 2012. He began to experience life threatening symptoms that 
affected his heart and kidneys, eventually progressing to a point 
where he couldn’t fight off any infections. These illnesses took 
a toll on Charles’ body as time went on, and the family began 
their grief journey by experiencing loss in phases along the way. 
Hospice at Home was called to provide care when Charles’  
body wouldn’t respond to treatments anymore. Linda said,  
“His heart just couldn’t keep up, it just couldn’t take it anymore.” 
Linda and her two youngest sons, Joseph age 7, and  
Ezra age 12, were referred to Lory’s Place by Hospice at Home 
after her husband Charles died in January.



How You Can Help
The Love’s emotional story is a reminder to us all that there  
are many families who are in need of hope and healing.  
Through the generosity of our community, Lory’s Place is able 
to provide grief support and education through peer support 
services in a safe environment.

Please consider helping make a difference in someone’s 
life – return the attached envelope today with a gift. 

Thank you for your support.
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The Generosity of Our Community
When a local volunteer group called Lory’s Place and 
offered their assistance to help a family in need, Lory’s Place 
immediately thought of Linda. Linda described, “When a 
person is sick, you go through a lot. I went back and forth 
to Lakeland Specialty Hospital, Berrien Center, to see Charles 
every day, sometimes twice a day. I’m already on a fixed 
income, so a lot of things were falling down and I couldn’t 
afford to pay people to come in and fix them. I felt like I was 
already in a dark hole, and the repairs were overwhelming.” 
When the volunteer group came, she described, “It was like 
a face-lift, it just rolled some of that darkness away, and no 

one knows how much that meant to me. I couldn’t say thank 
you enough, it did a lot for me, it did a lot for my home, and 
it did a lot for my sons; it was something we couldn’t do on 
our own. They did it with such joy.”

“I chose to come to Lory’s Place and I’m glad I did because it 
has helped me through so much mentally and emotionally,” 
continued Linda. “I wish other people would tap into the 
resources that Lory’s Place provides, or would accept the 
help they give, because it’s here, all you have to do is come. I 
just hope the services are available forever and ever, and get 

bigger and bigger because it was a godsend, for me and my 
family. I know that everybody is not able to give, but if you 
can give, keep doing it! I don’t have a lot of money, but I’m 
here. If they ever need me to do anything, talk to anybody, 
I’m going to do it, because I want to give back.”

“When I first came here, I thought that within 30 days I 
would be over my husband’s death; I didn’t know. I had 
never been through this before. I didn’t know that it’s 
actually OK to leave his pictures up, it’s OK to talk about 
him. At first I thought I was in the wrong for talking about 
my husband after his death; Lory’s Place helped me realize 
that it wasn’t wrong. I just wish I could shout out and say, 
‘Everybody is invited!’ I was welcomed with open arms, any 
doubt I had disappeared, and I felt comfortable.”   ‘Everybody is invited!’ I was welcomed 

with open arms, any doubt I had 
disappeared, and I felt comfortable.”  

- Linda Love

“

Left: Linda Love  
Below: Ezra and Joseph 
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The entire hospice team did a great 
job taking care of my mom. They 

made such a difference in her quality 
of life, and ours. Thank you for 

offering her the best of you!

Compassionate and Comprehensive Care
The Merlin and Carolyn Hanson Hospice Center is a 
special place where professional caregivers provide 
compassionate and comprehensive hospice residence 
services to our friends, families, and neighbors who  
need a place to go to make the most of the precious 
time they have.

The hospice residence will answer questions such as 
“Who will care for me now?” and “Where will I go?” 
The dedicated care will meet the needs of people:
•	 who do not have a caregiver
•	 who do not want to die at home
•	 who have specialized needs and care requirements
•	 whose caregivers are frail themselves

Inside the Merlin and Carolyn Hanson Hospice Center, 
warm and homelike touches help to provide comfort to 
people and their loved ones.
•	 Beautiful and peaceful Reflection Room for prayer, 

meditation, and quiet contemplation
•	 Large and small gathering rooms for conversation 

and comfort, including a relaxing Great Room and 
Family Rooms with kitchens

•	 Private spa tub room and massage therapy services
•	 Screened-in porches, patios, and a pavilion large 

enough for wheelchairs or patient beds
•	 Showering and laundry facilities for families
•	 Sixteen private and spacious suites with thoughtful 

design elements such as accommodations for family 
to stay overnight, and floor-to-ceiling windows for 
views to nature

•	 Visitors welcome 24 hours a day, including pets

People receive 24-hour care from our on-site team. In 
addition to any community-based healthcare providers 
that may visit patients at the center, our team includes:
•	 A physician
•	 A social worker

Words of Hope & Healing

•	 A spiritual care coordinator
•	 Bereavement support
•	 Hospice aides
•	 Hospice associates and volunteers
•	 Massage therapist
•	 Other therapists as needed
•	 Registered and licensed practical nurses

For more information or to schedule a tour of the  
Merlin and Carolyn Hanson Hospice Center, please call  
Hospice at Home at (269) 429-7100 or (800) 717-3811, or  
visit www.hospiceathomecares.org/hospicecenter 

Merlin and Carolyn Hanson Hospice Center
Located in the Hanson Care Park on Cleveland Avenue,  
just south of Glenlord Road
4382 Cleveland Avenue - Stevensville, MI 49127
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Hospice at Home has a  
new Medical Director!
Hospice at Home, a Lakeland HealthCare  
Affiliate, welcomes Jason R. Beckrow, DO, FACOI  
as Medical Director. Dr. Beckrow shared, “As 
a medical oncologist, I have proudly and 
passionately practiced at the crossroads of 

palliative medicine 
and cancer care 
for many years.” 
He added, “I’ve 
had the wonderful 
opportunity to also 
practice hospice care 
my entire career and 
I have been with 
Hospice at Home 
for the past four 

years. When the opportunity to lead as medical 
director came about, it was a natural fit and it is 
a true honor to serve in this capacity for such an 
outstanding organization.”

Dr. Beckrow is board-certified in Medical 
Oncology, Hospice & Palliative Medicine, and 
Internal Medicine. He is a graduate of Michigan 
State University’s College of Osteopathic 
Medicine and completed an internship and 
residency in Internal Medicine at Ingham 
Regional Medical Center in Lansing.  
Dr. Beckrow also completed a fellowship in 
Medical Oncology through Michigan State 
University and the Great Lakes Cancer Institute 
at Breslin Cancer Center in Lansing.  

“At an extremely critical time in a patient’s  
life, the services provided by Hospice at 
Home are very comforting and can help 
families make the best of a difficult situation. 
It is an honor and privilege to hold this 
position especially for Hospice at Home, an 
organization I regard so highly.” 

– Dr. Jason Beckrow

Holiday Wreaths  
Now on Sale!
Beautiful 24-inch Douglas fir wreaths, decorated 
with red velvet bows and pinecones, are 
now available for purchase. These 
wreaths are a great way to 
decorate your home or office 
for the holidays while 
supporting your  
local hospice. 

Gravesite easels for 
remembering a 
loved one during 
the holidays are 
available as well as 
wreath delivery upon 
request. The wreaths 
are available for pick 
up on weekdays 
between 9:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m., from 
any Hospice at Home 
location:

•	 St. Joseph Office 
4025 Health Park Lane

•	 South Haven Office 
05055 Blue Star Highway

•	 Buchanan Office 
4017 Chamberlain

•	 Lory’s Place 
445 Upton Drive 
St. Joseph

Orders may be made  
over the phone,  
(269) 429-7100,  
or online at  
www.hospiceathomecares.org

Words of Hope & Healing
It was a huge support and relief to be told to 
“always call us, do not hesitate” by hospice. 

Thank you.

Wreaths are  
$25 each or  
$100 for five
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Thanks to hospice I had the help to care 
for my wife in our home, which was her 
wish. I thank everyone involved. I don’t 

think I could have done it alone.

Words of Hope & Healing

Grief Healing and Support
Walking Group 
Lace up your walking shoes for this group which 
provides a time to walk and talk at a relaxed 
pace, combining informal support with exercise. 
This is an open group and participants are 
not required to preregister or attend all 
sessions. This is an adult-only group. 

Thursdays, October 24 to April 3  
3:00 p.m. 
South Haven High School 
600 Elkenburg

Please call Karen Riffer-Reinert  
at (269) 637-3825 for more information.

Wednesdays, January 15 to April 20
3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
F.C. Reed Middle School
10254 California Road, Bridgman

Please call Jaime Hoover at  
(269) 429-7100 for more information.

Guys-n-Grief
This social support group is designed specifically 
for men. The group provides a safe place for men 
to share conversation and encouragement about 
their grief journey with one another. Please call 
Jim Wilson, Family Services Coordinator,  
at (269) 983-2707 prior to attending.

Second Monday of every month 
Noon 
Biggby Coffee 
111 Main Street, St. Joseph

Upcoming Events, Community Classes and Programs

Good Grief
This support group covers topics such as how to 
cope with loss, guilt, and regret; why you feel the 

way you do; and finding a sense of peace. Each 
seven-week session meets for 1 ½ hours of 

meaningful information and sharing.

Tuesdays, January 7 to February 18
3:30 to 5:00 p.m.
Hospice at Home
4025 Health Park Lane, St. Joseph

Tuesdays, January 7 to February 18
3:30 to 5:00 p.m.

Hospice at Home
05055 Blue Star Highway, South Haven

Thursdays, January 9 to February 20
3:30 to 5:00 p.m.
Hospice at Home
4017 Chamberlain Road, Buchanan

Mondays, March 10 to April 21
3:30 to 5:00 p.m.
Hospice at Home
4025 Health Park Lane, St. Joseph

Shadow Steppers
Community members traveling through their grief 
journey are invited to take part in the healing process 
within this comforting and supportive environment. 
This 1 ½ hour group can be attended whenever 
the individual feels it is needed, has no attendance 
requirements, and does not have an official start  
and end date.  

Second Monday of every month
3:30 to 5:00 p.m.
Hospice at Home
05055 Blue Star Highway, South Haven

Second Thursday of every month
1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Hospice at Home
4017 Chamberlain Road, Buchanan

Third Wednesday of every month
3:30 to 5:00 p.m.
Hospice at Home
4025 Health Park Lane, St. Joseph
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Breakfast Group
Community members are invited to attend 
this grief support group which meets 
monthly over breakfast.

Third Monday of every month
10:30 a.m.
Country Kitchen 
2487 South M 139, Benton Harbor

Hope and Healing Group
This group is open to any adult  
who is grieving a loss, whether 
newly bereaved or further along 
in their grief journey.

Second and Fourth Tuesday of 
every month
4:30 to 6:00 p.m.
Lakeland Regional Medical Center
Community Room
1243 Napier Avenue, St. Joseph

Community  
Caregiving Classes
Powerful Tools for Caregivers
This series of educational seminars is 
designed to provide you with the tools 
you need to be a more effective caregiver. 
Hospice at Home is offering this program 
in partnership with funds provided by Area 
Agency on Aging.  

Monday and Thursdays
May 5 to 22 - 12:30 to 3:00 p.m.
North Berrien Sr. Center
6648 Ryno Rd, Coloma

Monday and Wednesdays
June 9 to 25 - 12:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Niles Senior Center 
1109 Bell Road, Niles

Monday and Thursdays
August 11 to 28 - 12:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Hospice at Home 
05055 Blue Star Memorial Highway 
South Haven

Upcoming Events, Community Classes and Programs continued

To subscribe for  
“Tips for Family Caregivers,” 

contact Lenee Svorec, 
Communications Specialist,  

at (269) 927-5449  
or send an email to  

lsvorec@lakelandregional.org

I went to my first Lory’s Place group 
meeting last night.  Hard to do, but very 

wonderful!  The leaders were all so 
friendly, and so were the other people 

there.  I felt welcomed and safe. 

Words of Hope & Healing

Save the Date
Run, Walk, Rock 
Saturday, May 17, 2014
More than 1,000 children and adults help raise money 
for Lory’s Place in the annual 5k Run, 5k Walk, and 
Rocking Chair marathon!

Lory’s Place Reflections Dinner and Auction  
Friday, August 15, 2014

This event provides many opportunities for the 
community to support Lory’s Place. 

Tips for Family 
Caregivers
If you’re looking for 
extra support or  
extra caregiver  
advice, sign up for  
the free eNewsletter, 
“Tips for Family 
Caregivers.”

Here’s a small sampling of 
the kind of information you’ll find every month:

Early detection of memory problems
Once a year, encourage your relative to 
see the doctor for an “Annual Wellness 
Visit.” The purpose of this free exam is to 
catch emerging health problems early on. 
Identifying changes in thinking or memory is 
a primary reason for the visit.



Serving our community from the following locations:
St. Joseph

4025 Health Park Lane 
St. Joseph, MI  49085 

(269) 429-7100 
(800) 717-3811

South Haven
05055 Blue Star Highway 
South Haven, MI  49090 

(269) 637-3825 
(800) 637-3820

Buchanan
4017 Chamberlain Road 

Buchanan, MI  49107 
(269) 695-1099 
(800) 599-5758

Lory’s Place 
445 Upton Drive 

St. Joseph, MI  49085 
(269) 983-2707 
(800) 717-3812

www.hospiceathomecares.org
www.lakelandhealth.org

www.lorysplace.org

4025 Health Park Lane
St. Joseph, MI  49085
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Our purpose:
Serve our patients, families and communities with 
dedication and compassion.  Deliver the best end of 
life care to help people experience peaceful, pain-free 
and sacred deaths within the context of their own lives.  
Guide our youth, adults and families through the grief 
process with timely and consistent availability.

Our purpose:
Provide grief healing and education 
through peer group support 
services in a safe place for grieving 
children and their families.

Hanson Hospice Center
4382 Cleveland Avenue
Stevensville, MI 49127

(269) 429-7100
(800) 717-3811


